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OCCG SERVICE SPECIFICATION  
 

Intra Uterine Systems (IUS) fittings for non-contraceptive  
purposes LCS 2022/23 

 
1. Introduction 

Since October 2018 Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) have commissioned several public 

health services with GPs (known as Call-off Contracts Dynamic Approved Provider List 

(DAPL) Agreements for the Provision of Community Primary Care Services).  One of the 

services is Long-Acting Reversible Contraception (LARC).   

 

Part of the LARC service includes the fittings of IUS devices for any indication.  Where fittings 

occurred in GP practices OCC paid practices for the activity.  An agreement was in place 

between OCC and the Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (OCCG) whereby OCCG 

reimbursed OCC when the indication was for non-contraception.  This agreement ceased on 

31st March 2021.    

 

2. New commissioning arrangement  

From 1st April 2022 OCC are commissioning GPs for insertion of devices for contraception 

purposes only (which will include dual use of the device for contraception and any other 

gynaecological purpose e.g. heavy menstrual bleeding HMB). The fitting and removal of 

LARC for the management of solely non-contraception indications is now excluded from the 

OCC contract.  There is no longer an agreement in place between OCC and OCCG as there 

was before.  

 

From 1st April 2022 OCCG will commission fittings for solely non-contraception indications 

from GP practices.  Contraception fittings are excluded from this service and commissioned 

by OCC.   This is for approved devices as outlined on the OCCG Prescribing Formulary. (See 

Section 3 Service delivery).   

 

It has been agreed that the tariff used by OCC for contraception and by OCCG for non-

contraception indications will be the same. (See Section 5 Payment) 

 

3. Service delivery (OCCG service) 

Under this service specification fittings of approved IUS devices where the primarily reason is 

solely gynaecological ie. HRT (endometrial protection) or heavy menstrual bleeding (HMB) will 

be funded. This includes Mirena coil for both and Levosert for HMB only. 

 

3.1 Service Description  

The Service Provider shall provide cost-effective, high-quality provision of non-contraceptive 

IUS insertion, according to evidence-based protocols.  

 

The Service Provider shall ensure:  
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• The Service in accordance with the Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive Health (FSRH) 

clinical guidance 1and NICE guidance for HMB and endometrial protection for HRT.  

• All Service Users will be guaranteed that their right to confidentiality.  

• The Service User is offered an appointment for non-contraceptive IUS insertion with a 

trained and competent Staff member. (see section 4. Competencies) 

• The Service is provided in a suitable premises with adequate and appropriate equipment.  

• The Service User is offered an appointment in a timely manner (within 4 weeks) to meet 

needs of the Service User and satisfy clinical requirements.  

• It provides non-contraceptive IUS insertion for either HMB or endometrial protection with 

HRT. 

• An appropriate clinical history (including sexual history) of the Service User is taken as part 

of the routine assessment and identify those at higher risk of STI’s. If the Service User is at 

high-risk, STI and/or HIV testing may be required, and appropriate STI/HIV protection advice 

may still need to be given. 

• An assessment for the need for pain relief during insertion/removal non contraceptive IUS is 

taken that is discussed with the Service User in advance and administered when appropriate.  

• Fitting, monitoring, checking and removal of non-contraceptive IUS, free of charge to the 

Service User. Where a Service User requires removal of an IUS with no reinsertion, the 

Service Provider may claim a fee.  

• Regular routine assessment of the non-contraceptive IUS after fitting. This shall be at three 

to six weeks post fitting and thereafter as clinically appropriate in line with latest guidance (see 

footnote 1). In addition, any problems such as abnormal bleeding or pain should be assessed 

urgently. Emphasis shall be placed on ensuring women are informed about how to check their 

own threads and to be aware of problems that might occur with IUS such as side effects, 

infection, or irregular bleeding.  

• Where Service Users are experiencing problems or require further advice; that they can 

decide to be seen after a non-contraceptive IUS insertion fitting. All IUS are removed or 

replaced within the length of the licence of each device as described in the British National 

Formulary (BNF)2.  

• The Service Users should be given a record of the expiry date of the IUS so that know when 

the licence end is reached. If the Service Providers system allows, reminders should be sent 

with sufficient time to allow Service Users to book and attend an appointment before the non-

contraceptive IUS insertion methods licence length is reached.  

• It only uses IUS devices that are licensed in the UK for either HMB or endometrial protection 

in the context of HRT and that these are prescribed in accordance with the Oxfordshire’s 

Prescribing Formulary3. Any devices fitted not on this Formulary will result in non-

payment for services for each Service User where non approved devices are fitted.  

• Access to age appropriate STI and HIV testing before insertion.  

• Suitable tailored information is provided to the Service User at the time of counselling to 

ensure informed choice and reinforced after fitting with information about the device inserted, 

 
1 Method Specific - Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare (fsrh.org) 
2 Homepage - BNF Publications 
3 Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group  Formulary (oxfordshireformulary.nhs.uk) 

https://www.fsrh.org/standards-and-guidance/fsrh-guidelines-and-statements/method-specific/
https://www.bnf.org/
http://www.oxfordshireformulary.nhs.uk/
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expected duration of use, follow-up requirements, how to check that the device is still in place 

and those symptoms that shall require urgent assessment.  

• The Service User is informed that IUS will not provide protection against STI’s or HIV and 

are provided with information about safer sex and the use of condoms to prevent STIs and 

promotion of sexual health well-being, including signposting to how to access free condoms.  

• The Service Users registered GP Practice is sent all appropriate clinical details of the 

fitting/removal non contraceptive IUS for inclusion into their medical notes in a timely and 

secure manner (applies only if the Service is provided outside their registered GP Practice).  

• It works to national standards on consent and informed consent will be obtained from all 

Service Users. In each case the Service User shall be fully informed of the treatment options 

and the treatment proposed, prior to the procedure.  

• Its record keeping is of a high standard (including recording the indication of fitting), to 

provide maximum benefit in management, to facilitate audit and record the process of 

obtaining informed consent.  

• Only IUS devices that are licensed in the UK can be used and these are prescribed in 

accordance with the OCCG Prescribing Formulary. (see footnote 3).  Please also refer to 

exclusions in Section 6 

  

4. Competencies  

The Provider should ensure: 

 

• That all Staff (clinicians/practitioners) are registered with an appropriate professional body 

(such as the GMC or NMC) and can demonstrate evidence of their fulfilling and 

maintaining the competency criteria. This shall be based on modern, authoritative medical 

opinion, for example, the current requirements set down by the FSRH for the Letter of 

Competence in Intrauterine Techniques (LoC IUT) as per FSRH guidance  

• It adheres to the FSRH recommendations for each member of Staff who is providing the 

fitting of non-contraceptive IUS insertion and that they should perform at least 12 fittings 

for LoC IUT (irrespective of indication of fit or contract delivered through), showing at least 

two different types of method per year to remain accredited. The Staff member should 

maintain their own logbook of procedures to ensure they are meeting the FSRH 

requirements for recertification.  

• All Staff shall be up to date on professional developments within the field of contraception 

and Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH) and the Service Provider shall ensure 

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) for all Staff.  

• All Staff working in the Services shall be up to date with training related to the dealing with 

domestic abuse.  

• Oxfordshire’s Specialist Integrated SRH Service provides training for both the LoC IUT the 

Oxfordshire Integrated SRH Service also provide practical update sessions for 

practitioners for the purposes of CPD and re-certification. For further information, Service 

Provider can contact srhtrainingoxford@oxnet.nhs.uk  
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5. Payment 

Under the new commissioning 22/23 arrangement that OCC have in place for contraception, 

the tariff has been revised.  The tariff has been updated to bring in line with the unit costs 

produced by the Personal Social Services Research Unit (PSSRU) Home | PSSRU and OCC 

sought approval from the LMC.  This includes changed tariffs and new payments based on 

feedback from GP Practices (previously not included) i.e., a new failure to fit fee and a 

separate standalone fee for the removal of an IUS. The new tariffs are:   

 

• A fee of £88.00 per insertion of a new IUS and monitoring (including follow up)  

• A fee of £107.00 per replacement (insertion and removal at same consultation) of an 

IUS and monitoring (including follow up) 

• A fee of £44.00 per removal of an IUS without reinsertion 

• A fee of £30.00 per service user in the event of a technical difficulty resulting from 

failure to fit  

Under the terms of this LCS practices will receive the same tariff for approved OCCG 

Prescribing Formulary devices for non-contraceptive IUS fittings. Payment and data collection 

is separate from that of OCC.  

 

Activity data will be reported to OCCG following the end of a quarter.  (See Section 7 Data 

recording/monitoring).  Monies due will be included in the quarterly LCS block payment.  

 

6. Exclusions 

• Any devices fitted that are not on the OCCG Prescribing Formulary will result in non-

payment for services for each Service User where non approved devices are fitted 

• IUS insertions, replacements, or removals for contraception purposes 

• Insertion, removal, or replacement of approved IUS devices at other settings eg. 

Oxfordshire Community Gynaecology Service or Sexual Health Oxfordshire will not be 

included for payment under this LCS.   

7. Data recording/monitoring 

To record activity under this LCS, practices are advised to use the Ardens IUS IUD Coil 

template (v16.0 or later versions) *. This will ensure the correct payment codes can be 

extracted. (See Appendix 1 for coding).  Where the reason is solely non-contraception (as 

outlined in Section 3. Service Delivery) practices need to tick the ‘Contraception not needed’ 

checkbox:  

 

 
This will automatically code to the patient record (Snomed code 169445007).  Free text can 

also be added in this section on the template; please note any free text entered here will not 

be included in the extraction but will be added to the patient record. If the patient needs the 

https://www.pssru.ac.uk/
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device for a contraception AND a non-contraceptive reason DO NOT tick this box. For support 

with the template, please contact support-emis@ardens.org.uk. 

 

The template should also be used to record replacements, removal only and failure to fit.  

Snomed codes will automatically be added to the patient record and used for extraction to record 

activity leading to payment.  See Appendix 2 for more information.  

  

Data will be extracted from the EMIS practice system by SCWCSU around the 15th of the month 

following the end of each quarter to monitor activity and be reported to OCCG who will use this 

information for payment purposes.   

 

*Please note that the Oxfordshire PCCS template (v10 or earlier) previously commissioned 

by OCC and hosted by SCWCSU and Ardens which allowed for more than one indication to 

be selected has been decommissioned and has been removed via Resource Publisher. 

Please ensure if you had previously saved local versions of this template (v10 or earlier) on 

your practice system that these are removed and not used as this will cause coding issues. 

Practices will automatically get access to the latest Ardens template.   

 

8. Accountability 

The Provider is ultimately accountable to the Commissioner for the delivery of this service.  

 

9. Service Duration and Termination 

This service will terminate on 31st March 2023. For termination ahead of this, 3 months written 

notice must be given.  Sign up for this LCS should already have been completed on the LCS 

sign up form, if unsure please contact: occg.primarycarecontracting@nhs.net  

 

10.  Contact 

Contact for queries: nicola.roberts21@nhs.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:support-emis@ardens.org.uk
mailto:occg.primarycarecontracting@nhs.net
mailto:nicola.roberts21@nhs.net
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APPENDIX 1  
  

Data Collection Specification for Intra Uterine Systems (IUS) fittings for non-
contraceptive purposes LCS 2022/23 

 
 

To record IUS activity under this LCS, practices are advised to use the Ardens IUS IUD Coil 
template (v16.0 or later versions**). this will ensure the correct payment codes can be 
extracted.  **Practices will automatically get access to the latest Ardens template  
 
Codes behind the template used for payment purposes and that can be used manually are:  
 

Item Concept ID Term 

Fitting IUS/Mirena or 
levosert 

472837007 Insertion of hormone releasing 
intrauterine contraceptive 
device  

Removal of 
IUS/Mirena or 
levosert 

472838002 Removal of hormone releasing 
intrauterine contraceptive 
device 

 

Replacement of 
IUS/Mirena or 
levosert 

472837007 
AND 
472838002  
On the same date 

Insertion of hormone releasing 
intrauterine contraception 
device AND Removal of 
hormone releasing intrauterine 
contraception device  

Indication: 
Contraception not 
needed  

169445007 Contraception not needed  

Indication: 
Contraception 

449038007 Uses intrauterine system 
contraception 

Failure to fit  Failure to fit 416548008  
No specific code exists for 
Mirena/Levosert  

Unsuccessful intrauterine 
contraceptive insertion 

 
Data extraction is cumulative throughout the fiscal year taken at the end of each quarterly 
period. In all cases, patients who have died or left during the reporting period but have received 
a service within the practice will be included. For activity carried out on behalf of another 
practice; please register the patient as a temporary so that the activity is attributed correctly.   
 
Insertion, removal, or replacement of approved IUS devices at other settings eg. 
Oxfordshire Community Gynaecology Service or Sexual Health Oxfordshire will not be 
included for payment under this LCS.   
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APPENDIX 2  

 
Using the Ardens IUS IUD Coil template v16.0 (or later versions)   

 
1. For insertion only – on the IUS insertion page tick the box ‘contraception not needed’ 

 
 
Under Insertion codes select option B ‘Insertion of hormone releasing intrauterine 
contraception device’  

 
Fill in any other detail as required on the template and save.  The appropriate Snomed codes 
will be added to the patient record.   
 
2. For replacement of an IUS device for non-contraception at the same consultation - 

go to the IUC removal page and in the IUC method removed section select option A. 
‘Removal of hormone releasing intrauterine contraception device’  

  

 
 
Then go to the insertion page and repeat as 1. You must complete both the removal and 
insertion pages to ensure you are paid correctly for a replacement. The following reminder 
comes up at the bottom of the template page: 
 

 
 
3. For a removal only - go to the IUC removal page and in the IUC method removed section 

select option A. ‘Removal of hormone releasing intrauterine contraception device’  

 
For further support with the template, please contact support-emis@ardens.org.uk 

mailto:support-emis@ardens.org.uk

