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Dear Microbiology Laboratory User 

 
BSPS Guidelines on Appropriate Clinical Details for Microbiology Requests. 
 
The microbiology laboratory is committed to providing the highest quality results, as quickly as possible, to 
facilitate good clinical care. The microbiology laboratory requires adequate clinical details on all sample 
requests. This is to ensure the most appropriate processing of samples, correct assessment of the clinical 
relevance of results and adequate protection of laboratory staff from potentially hazardous organisms.  
 
Microbiology is a more subjective laboratory discipline than others and interpretation of culture plates and PCR 
results is heavily influenced by clinical information. In addition, with the exception of normally sterile fluids, 
microbiology samples cannot determine if an infection is present: this is a clinical diagnosis. The sample will elicit 
the causative organism and can provide appropriate antimicrobial susceptibility data. Indeed many samples will 
elicit organisms with sensitivities which do not require treatment unless there are clinical signs and symptoms of 
infection e.g. elderly patients often have asymptomatic bacteriuria, 30% of wound swabs where there is no 
infection will grow S. aureus as a coloniser.  

 
As you are aware, microbiology samples received without clinical details will not be tested. This document offers a 
guide to what the laboratory considers useful clinical information on various sample types.  

 
Useful clinical details: 

1. Symptoms +/- signs +/- diagnosis relevant to each sample  
 

Urine  
sample 

Dysuria, incontinence, haematuria, lower abdominal pain and/or   pyelonephritis, 
cystitis, lower UTI 

Respiratory 
sample 

Cough, SOB, hypoxia, consolidation and/or Pneumonia, otitis externa, IECOPD 
 

Wound  
sample 

Redness, purulent discharge, swelling and/or infected diabetic foot, cellulitis, infected 
chronic ulcer 

Systemic 
symptoms 

S 
e.g. fever, confused, weight loss, SOB, pain 

2. Indication of high risk group or foreign/prosthetic material, examples  
 

Immuno-compromised, diabetic, 
immunosuppressed, oncology patient, Crohn’s 
disease, pregnancy, catheter, PPM, heart valve 

Relevant foreign travel or occupation 

 
 

3. What is NOT appropriate clinical detail? 
 

 Blank form / Random text or letters 
 Check sample /review 

 Left leg / exit site i.e. description of site without 
indication of disease 

 ?infection – unless suggestive of  treatment 
  failure / recurrent 

 Swab / Ulcer / Wound / cut / pressure sore 

 

 We hope this will assist you in providing optimal clinical information so that we can ensure we provide the most 
useful clinical result. We would also encourage the documentation of any antimicrobial therapy given or 
considered as we can then ensure we provide appropriate sensitivities.   


