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OPCCC Briefing 
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This briefing is intended to give a summary of the key areas of discussion and decisions at 

the meeting of Oxfordshire Primary Care Commissioning Committee (OPCCC) which is a 

committee of Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (OCCG) Board. It is intended for 

wide circulation. The minutes will provide the official record of the meeting. The agenda, 

papers and this briefing are available on the OCCG website here. 

 

Primary Care Networks 

Developing PCNs: 

The CCG continues to work with Primary Care Networks (PCNs) and the Local Medical 
Committee to support PCNs and Clinical Directors to advance their development. There is 
a regular weekly bulletin and the CCG is using the NHS Futures Collaboration Platform - 
Kahootz to provide a space to share approaches both within a PCN and across 
Oxfordshire.  

PCNs are being invited to join key meetings within Oxfordshire in recognition of the key 
role that PCNs have within the health and care system.  They are working together to 
determine the most effective way for representation to be achieved.  

The CCG is working with the PCNs to develop a network of networks, as a solution to 
manage supporting resources efficiently.  

The network of networks concept will enable PCNs to support one another, enable more 
at scale working where appropriate with other health and care organisations and reduce 
overlap and duplication.  For example, 19 PCNs serving populations of 30-66k will have 
some community services (across physical and mental health services and social care) 
that will be best delivered at a scale greater than individual PCNs.  It was described as an 
informal but structured way of working and not an additional layer of bureaucracy in the 
Oxfordshire system.  

Three network of networks areas have been described utilising the District Council 

boundaries as a component part:  

 In the north of Oxfordshire PCNs within West Oxfordshire and Cherwell District 
Councils  

 In the south of Oxfordshire PCNs within South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse 
District Councils 

 Those PCNs in Oxford City Council area could make up a third network area  

Public Involvement: 

The CCG is committed to supporting the emerging PCNs to actively engage with their 
local communities.  

Healthwatch Oxfordshire organised an event for patients groups across Oxfordshire in 
October 2019 to harness and share ideas of working together at network level.  Feedback 
from this event which was attended by the CCG was positive.  
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The CCG also ran a workshop for members of the Oxfordshire Joint Health Overview 
Scrutiny Committee in September to discuss the role of local communities in the PCNs. 

Discussions at OPCCC centred on involving patients in the development of PCNs and 
health services across the wider communities. How can patients support their PCNs and 
how PCNs can involve their patients going forward?  

Locally Commissioned Services  
OCCG commissions 15 Locally Commissioned Services (LCS) on an annual basis from 
Primary Care (currently directly from individual practices); the budget is £4,303,073.  

Work is taking place across Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Berkshire West (BOB) to 
look at aligning Locally Commissioned Services across the patch with the aim of reaching 
a consistent approach to service specification and price. This will be undertaken in a 
phased approach starting in 2020/2021 with those which are already closely aligned.  The 
remainder will be reviewed during 2020/21 recognising that some organisations may 
commission services via a different route (ie community providers or an ‘any qualified 
provider’ route) and may have a longer contract length. The following services have been 
proposed for the first phase of this approach:  

 Near Patient Testing 

 Improving the physical health of people with serious mental illness 

 Leg ulcer care 

 Examination of the Newborn 

During 2020/2021 a comprehensive review will take place of the remaining services 
looking at value and clinical outcomes, linking with key stakeholders as appropriate. 

The committee supported the direction of travel for a BOB wide approach for consistency 
of locally commissioned services albeit recognising the need for local delivery and the 
scope to have a localised service if required.  

Primary Care Estates 
Given the importance of primary care estates, the CCG has set up a Primary Care 
Subgroup with the objectives of: 

 Preparing an Oxfordshire Primary Care Estate Strategy to link with the wider ICS 
approach to estates planning;  

 Ensuring primary care premises are developed in Oxfordshire to support the 
implementation of OCCG commissioning plans and in particular the ICS Primary 
Care Strategy and aligned to One Public Estate; 

 Ensuring primary care premises are developed to provide the capacity and quality 
of premises required to meet needs associated with population growth and new 
housing 

 Ensuring that any developments deliver value for money for the public purse and is 
affordable 

 Making best use of the external funding such as Integrated Care System funding, 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding and s106 funding Oversee operational 
risk to the Primary Care Estate  

 
OPCCC agreed the terms of reference for a primary care estate sub group to provide 
oversight of all primary care estates issues with an additional objective of sourcing funding 
opportunities for estates. 

Membership will include Director of Finance, Director of Governance, GP deputy lead for 
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quality, Estates Development Manager and Head of Primary Care and the subgroup will 
meet monthly.  

Updates on estates and funding will go to the CCG Finance Committee. The sub-group 
will also have a rolling work plan and the minutes of the meeting will go to OPCCC. 

Primary Care Quality Assurance Report  
All OCCG practices are either Good or Outstanding overall at the moment with the 
exception of the two Oxford City practices who are Requires Improvement overall.  The 
primary care quality team has provided intensive support to the partners and practice 
managers of both practices and good progress has been made in addressing the 
concerns raised by the CQC.  Support will continue to be provided until both practices 
have achieved an overall Good rating and demonstrated that they can maintain that 
status. One practice has recently been re-inspected and is awaiting the outcome and the 
other is expected to be inspected before the end of the year.   

For the GP Patient Survey (GPPS) the national average score for overall satisfaction was 
83% and two thirds of Oxfordshire CCG practices scored above this (46/70). There was a 
general slight deterioration in scores both in Oxfordshire and nationally with 10 practices 
scoring below 80%. The GPPS outcomes have been cross-referred with other quality 
indicators, including NHS Choices feedback, QOF achievement, screening & 
immunisation to inform the process for prioritising practices for quality improvement 
support.  

Forward Plan:  Next meeting on 4 February, 2020. 
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