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Introduction 
 
This report provides a high level overview of key safeguarding developments and 
activity. On 2nd July 2015 NHS England published an updated Safeguarding 
accountability and assurance framework alongside 3 operational polices that have 
been amended to reflect statutory, political and structural changes. These are: 

 NHS England Safeguarding Policy 

 NHS England Managing Allegations Against Staff  Policy and Procedure 

 NHS England Safeguarding Alerts Policy and Procedure 
 
These documents set out clearly the safeguarding roles, duties and responsibilities of 
all organisations commissioning and delivering NHS healthcare and will be embedded 
into local arrangements. 

 
Adult Safeguarding  
Oxfordshire Adult Safeguarding Board (OSAB): There is a new Business manager 
for OSAB. This is enabling policies and procedures to be put in place in line with the 
Children’s Board. Adult safeguarding activity continues to increase as a result of 
raised awareness and the increased responsibilities put in place by the Care Act. The 
appointment of a new chair is underway. A peer review has been undertaken in Adult 
Safeguarding to inform the work going forward. 

 
Mental Capacity Act Resource: OCCG secured some funding from NHS England to 
develop collaboratively with Bucks CCG an app for raising awareness with 
patients/clients and teaching practitioners how to assess capacity to make decisions 
under the Mental Capacity Act. This is in its final stage of development and is due for 
roll out at the end of July. GPs from Oxfordshire have been invited to attend the first 
event in Aylesbury and we are exploring with NHS England the capacity to hold further 
events for GP’s in Oxfordshire. 

 
Children’s Safeguarding: 
Health Overview Scrutiny Committee Presentation: Since the last report there has 
been a joint presentation to the Health Overview Scrutiny Committee by NHS 
partners. An overview of the activity and changes following the serious case review 
into child sexual exploitation published in March 2015 were presented. The 
presentation included frontline practitioners sharing case vignettes to illustrate current 
practice that are now being used in training and staff briefing sessions. 
 
Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) Stocktake: Following the publication of the A – F 
serious case review, the OSCB has been requested to undertake a piece of work to 
evaluate the impact of service improvements in relation to CSE. This work is being 
overseen and scrutinised by a government appointed advisor, Sophie Humphries. 
OSCB will prepare a public report with an associated commentary from Sophie 
Humphries. This report is required by Ministers by end of June 2015. 
 
Primary care involvement in the placement strategy: The named GPs continue to 
lead on the consultation and engagement of GP practices in the development of new 
care homes for children within Oxfordshire, facilitating discussions with Oxfordshire 
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County Council. This will inform the health care support provision for children during 
placement in the new settings. 
 
Female Genital Mutilation 
The Department of Health has issued further guidance on the management of Female 
Genital Mutilation (FGM). The next few weeks are commonly known amongst the anti 
FGM campaigners as the ‘cutting season’. The horrific name marks a time of year 
when many young girls are taken abroad to have FGM performed. Frontline staff are 
central in identifying and protecting against FGM the NHS is requested to be even 
more vigilant in the coming weeks. All GP Safeguarding Leads have been alerted to 
this. 
 
Education and training  
Case review meetings-OCCG continues to facilitate monthly safeguarding lead GP 
meetings in each locality (two per year for each locality). This activity provides each 
GP with two hours of their required six hours of level three safeguarding training. Each 
GP is provided with a certificate of attendance and a summary of the meeting notes. 
Attendance is sporadic but those attending give predominantly positive feedback.  
 
Training workshop: In response to a request from GPs the Safeguarding Team has 
undertaken the first update workshop that involved presentations and discussions with 
multi-agency partners. In response to feedback the second event is being planned for 
October 2015 in the evening. It is proposed that OCCG will offer to undertake 
quarterly workshops that can contribute to the learning and development needs of 
primary care staff. These workshops are not intended to replace existing safeguarding 
training but can be used to contribute to individual competency development. 
 
Conclusion and recommendations  
The high level of safeguarding activity in Oxfordshire continues. The increase in 
safeguarding awareness is being sustained. Alongside this there is an increased 
emphasis on the performance of statutory agencies in detecting and preventing 
abuse. There continues to be a high level of scrutiny of safeguarding activity in 
Oxfordshire as a result of the SCR into children A-F. Following the Care Act in April 
there are positive developments with the Adult Safeguarding Board, which is 
benefiting from increased rigour, bringing it in line with the Children’s Board. 
 


