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Outbreak Management
COVID cases start to fall
Following a rise in COVID-19 cases in January
when schools returned, the number of cases in
Oxfordshire has now started to fall back. The
weekly rate currently stands at 824 per 100,000, a
reduction of 33 per cent. The decrease is being
driven by a decline in cases in school age children
and university age students. However, the county’s
rate remains above regional and national averages.
Oxfordshire’s Director of Public Health Ansaf Azhar
is therefore still urging caution. He warns that the
COVID-19 case rate in the county remains very high
and he is calling on Oxfordshire residents to keep
up good habits, including wearing face coverings in
enclosed settings, keeping your distance, washing
your hands regularly and keeping rooms well

ventilated. This will not only protect us from COVID19, but other airborne infections such as flu.
Council and NHS staff thanked for their efforts
during the pandemic
Council and NHS leaders have publicly thanked
staff across local authorities and the health and
social care system for their tireless efforts to provide
services and support communities and the most
vulnerable throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
The pandemic has led to profound and far-reaching
changes to the way we all work and access
services, with staff across the NHS and local
authorities working in partnership to rapidly standup new services and deliver services in new ways.

Health, Wellbeing and Social Care
COVID-19 Vaccination Programme
continues
Overall, we have one of the highest vaccine
coverage rates in the country and the success of
the 14-month campaign should be celebrated. In
Oxfordshire we have delivered 1,570,600 vaccines.
Continued thanks go to everyone who has worked
so hard to deliver this life saving vaccine. Despite,
the falling numbers of infections, cases remain
higher, so the messages continue to be:
•

Getting vaccinated and boosted remains the
best thing you can do to protect yourself and
your families against getting seriously ill from
COVID-19.

•

If you're unvaccinated it is never too late to
come forward for a vaccine – all vaccination
sites will welcome you.

Anyone aged 16 and over who has not already had
their first or second COVID-19 vaccination can still
get vaccinated at a walk-in clinic or by booking
through the NHS booking service (or call 119 free of
charge, anytime between 7am and 11pm seven
days a week). More information here.
Following the Government’s announcement that
all children aged 5 to 11 will be offered the
COVID-19 vaccination, NHS partners across
Oxfordshire are now planning the best way to
deliver the vaccine to this age group.
Please note that in line with Government
timelines this service may not be available until
April 2022. We ask parents to please refrain
from contacting the NHS during this time and
thank them for their patience. Further
information will be available in due course.
Despite the wide availability of vaccination
opportunities and high vaccination rates across
Oxfordshire, there remain just over 288,000 eligible
people across the county who have not been
vaccinated.
The Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire & Berkshire
West Vaccination Programme has developed an
outreach and engagement plan ‘No one left behind’
to support access to the COVID-19 vaccine across
the three counties and ensure vaccine equity across
our communities.

2

The key objective of the outreach and engagement
plan is to ensure the vaccine is targeted and uptake
is maximised in those unvaccinated people in our
communities.
Oxford GPs have held outreach vaccine clinics in
homeless shelters in the city and work is on-going
with Turning Point in Banbury to ascertain the need
for clinics in the town for homeless or rough
sleepers.
The NHS and local authority colleagues have been
working with the Margaret Clitherow Trust to make
vaccines easily accessible to the Gypsy, Roma and
Travelling communities in Oxfordshire and there has
been good uptake of 1st and 2nd vaccinations on
registered sites.
Work is also underway to establish an Oxfordshire
based (OUH) maternity Champion to engage with
women attending outpatient appointments and
scanning during their pregnancy to discuss and/or
provide them with the COVID-19 vaccination.

In a personal email to all OUH staff on Friday 4
February 2022, OUH Chair, Professor Sir Jonathan
Montgomery and Chief Executive Officer, Dr Bruno
Holthof thanked staff for everything they have done
over the last two years.
They said: "Thank you for caring for not only the
patients, families and carers who depend on you,
but also each other in your teams and across
divisions and departments. All the way through this
difficult period, we have consistently heard stories of
unity, professionalism, and excellence about our
people – each and every single one of you has
played an important part.”
Staff from across the Trust reflected on their
personal experiences of the pandemic in a series of
videos which were shared via social media
channels – including Staff Nurse Maude McDonald
and Deputy Ward Sister Rosalie Maneclang (below)

As well as offering a fourth dose to people who are
immunosuppressed, the NHS is offering
vaccinations to at-risk 5 – 11-year-olds and those
aged 5-11 who are close contacts of an
immunosuppressed person. Oxford Health’s
Kassam Stadium site is one of a number giving the
jabs.
A dedicated phone number is available for parents
to book their children in for a vaccination.
Appointments can be made at vaccination centres
by calling 07826 922104 – lines are open from 8am8pm daily, including weekends. Calls are answered
by a qualified nurse.
Vaccination centres have specialist Paediatric areas
and specially trained nurses offering appointments
at the following times Monday to Friday 2pm-8pm,
Saturday and Sunday 8am-8pm. For more
information visit this page.
COVID-19 at Oxford University Hospitals – two
years on
Tuesday 4 February 2020 was the date when the
first COVID-19 positive patients were admitted to
Oxford University Hospitals (OUH) and so, two
years on, The Trust felt it was important to provide
staff with the space to reflect on a period of
unprecedented challenges.
Reflection is one of the three key pillars of the OUH
Growing Stronger Together – Rest, Reflect,
Recover programme which is supporting people as
we emerge from the pandemic.

Pressures continue at Oxfordshire Emergency
Departments
People in Oxfordshire are being urged to only use
Emergency Departments (ED) in genuine
emergencies as hospitals in the county continue to
be very busy.
Unless it is an emergency, people are being
advised to use the NHS 111 online service which
can offer quick advice on the best way for people to
get the care they need.
There are alternatives available to ED if people do
not need urgent care – local GP services,
pharmacist, or a Minor Injury Unit can also provide
medical help.
Teams at both the JR hospital in Oxford and the
Horton General Hospital in Banbury continue to
work exceptionally hard with health and social care
colleagues to alleviate pressures.
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COVID-19 rules remain in place at Oxford
University Hospitals to keep patients and staff
safe
The Government’s relaxation of some COVID-19
rules does not apply to OUH as the Trust continues
to protect vulnerable patients and staff who care for
them.
All staff – and visitors who see loved ones in clinical
areas such as inpatient wards – must wear a face
mask, and all visitors must wear a face covering
when not in clinical areas on our hospital sites in
Oxford and Banbury.
Safe distancing (the 2-metre rule) remains in place
in all healthcare settings and the Trust is also
maintaining the ‘Rule of One’ visiting restrictions
which have been in place throughout much of the
COVID-19 pandemic to keep patients and the staff
who care for them safe.

•

ParentLine for parents of 5-11 year olds: 07312
263227.

Find out more here.

Oxford Health governor election questions
answered
Oxford Health’s Council of Governors elections are
approaching, and the Trust is calling on people to
take part. A new web page has been published to
help anyone thinking of running. It answers many of
the most common questions about the election
process and the governor’s role, plus tips on how to
succeed in getting elected. To find out more please
check this page.
DAISY awards blossom again for Oxford Health
nurses

In addition, anyone visiting a loved one must now
take a lateral flow test before attending. When
people request a visiting slot, they are informed that
they must do a lateral flow test on the day of their
visit and they must only come to hospitals if that
test is negative. Visitors must bring an email, text
message or dated photograph of their lateral flow
result to provide evidence that they are COVID free.
More information, including full details of special
visiting arrangements for certain groups of patients,
is available on the OUH website

Text lines are open for parents and young people to
‘Chat Health’
Parents and young people in Oxfordshire can now
text Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust health
visitors and school health nurses for advice and
support.
It’s all part of the ChatHealth service which dozens
of NHS organisations have adopted to give parents
and young people more choice over how they
anonymously access advice and support.
Experienced local public health nurses will be on
hand to respond swiftly to texts between 9am and
5pm on weekdays – apart from bank holidays. They
will reply to texts sent at night on the next working
day, including during school holidays. The numbers
are:
•
•

Two Oxford Health nurses were surprised when
colleagues ‘tricked’ them into attending their own
award presentation this month.
Oxford Health crowned two more DAISY award
winners who had been nominated for going above
and beyond. Find out more about children’s nurse
Olivia Godwin (pictured) and nurse practitioner
Louise Betts by clicking on the links. Louise, whose
nomination tale involves a grateful fisherman,
proved particularly popular with the local media
resulting in coverage on BBC Radio Oxford, Radio
Cherwell and Banbury FM.

ParentLine for parents of 0-4 year olds: 07312
263081
ChatHealth for young people aged 11-19: 07312
263084
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Novavax COVID-19 vaccine researched in
Oxford approved in UK by MHRA

much-needed COVID-19 vaccinations to hundreds
of thousands of people.

The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory
Agency (MHRA) has authorised Novavax’s COVID19 vaccine for use in the UK.
This follows rigorous clinical trials supported by
National Institute for Health Research and a
thorough analysis of the data by experts at the
MHRA, which has concluded that the vaccine has
met its strict standards of safety, quality and
effectiveness.
More than 460 volunteers took part in the study at
the Warneford Hospital in Oxford, one of 33 UK
centres to host the research. The study, led by
researchers at St George’s, University of London,
found the COVID-19 vaccine was 89.7% effective at
preventing COVID-19, prior to the Omicron variant
emerging. Read more here.
Review reports improved transparency in
antidepressant drug trials
A new review and meta-analysis indicate that drug
companies have increased disclosure of clinical
trials of new antidepressants with negative
outcomes, that is, trials that fail to show the drug is
more effective than a placebo.
Co-author Andrea Cipriani, BRC theme lead and
Professor of Psychiatry at the University of Oxford,
said: “Nowadays there is greater awareness of
reporting bias in the scientific literature — not only
in psychiatry but across all medicine — and there
has been a cultural change. What was once
standard practice is no longer considered
acceptable’”
Cipriani added. “Numerous policy changes have
been implemented, which have played a major role
in bringing about the increase in transparency.”
Read more here.

“The team built a huge workforce in less than three
weeks over the 2020-21 Christmas break. The
workforce model we used was designed to be
flexible and ensure we could increase numbers to
quickly meet new demands at the mass vaccination
centres and to support primary care and
pharmacies across the BOB system.
“This put us at the top of the league table across the
South East for vaccine delivery as a percentage of
the local population.” Read more here.
New centre providing faster access to
diagnostic tests opens to patients
Patients across Oxfordshire are benefitting from
earlier treatment closer to home thanks to the
opening of a new diagnostic testing centre in Oxford
Business Park in Cowley.
Oxford Community Diagnostic Centre (CDC) is an
innovative and exciting new development by Oxford
University Hospitals (OUH) in partnership with
Perspectum. It forms part of a major package of
initiatives to help the NHS reduce waiting list times
and recover from the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Vaccination team-building efforts up for major
award
Efforts to build and manage a huge vaccination
workforce for Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and
Berkshire West (BOB) ICS have been shortlisted for
a prestigious Staffing Solution of the Year HSJ
Partnership Award.
Matt Edwards, Director of Clinical Workforce
Transformation, said: “This is great news as it
recognises the success of the incredible efforts we
made with our partners Medacs and BOB ICS just
over a year ago to get everything in place to deliver

The centre carries out a wide range of diagnostic
tests including:

5

•
•
•

Imaging (CT, MRI, ultrasound, X-ray, and
mammography)
Physiological measurement
(echocardiography, full lung function tests,
and ambulatory blood pressure monitoring)
Pathology (phlebotomy, point of care resting,
and simple biopsies)

money for children’s areas across OUH, including at
the Horton General Hospital in Banbury.

The centre opened in January and by 10 February
had already seen 1,097 patients and carried out
1,141 diagnostic tests.
One patient who visited the centre said: "I would like
to say what a pleasure it was to go to the new
diagnostic centre. It was stress-free with ample
parking. The staff were very helpful. "
Dr Bruno Holthof, Chief Executive Officer at OUH,
said: "We're delighted to announce that this centre
is now up and running and open to patients. It has
so many benefits, including quicker diagnostic tests,
care closer to home and therefore added
convenience for our patients, and it will help us to
carry out rapid diagnosis, which is often a vital part
of successful treatment."
Council of Governors elections now open at
Oxford University Hospitals
OUHs Council of Governors include elected
representatives of both members of the public and
OUH staff, as well as nominated representatives of
stakeholder organisations.
As a Foundation Trust, the Council of Governors
helps guide and advise the Trust on how to meet
the health needs of the community it serves. OUH
governors play a valuable role on holding the
Trust’s Non-Executive Directors to account,
ensuring that the interests of the Foundation Trust
members are taken into account, and helping to
shape OUH plans for the future.
Public and staff governors are elected by the
members, and the Trust is currently holding
elections for new public and staff governors in
several constituencies.
Ballot packs were sent out on 8 February and the
elections close on 3 March – the results will be
published on 7 March.
Still time to sign up for the OX5 Run to raise
money for children in hospital
Oxford Hospitals Charity’s annual fun run, the OX5,
is a five-mile event taking place in the grounds of
Blenheim Palace on Sunday 20 March to raise

The event was launched in 2002 to help the
incredible fundraising efforts to build the Oxford
Children’s Hospital on the John Radcliffe site and
since then has funded state-of-the-art equipment,
created play rooms and sensory spaces,
contributed towards parents’ accommodation, the
dedicated Children’s Emergency Department (A&E)
at the Horton General, and funded a play specialist
to help children having important scans.
Participants are welcome to run, jog or walk the
beautiful route, and the good news is that there is
still time to sign-up to take part via the Charity
website – see www.hospitalcharity.co.uk/ox5run for
all the details.
Building a Greener OUH – Green Plan is
launched
The OUH Green Plan, called Building a Greener
OUH, was approved at the Trust Board meeting on
19 January and launched to staff and external
stakeholders on 24 January.
David Walliker, Chief Digital and Partnerships
Officer and OUH Lead for Sustainability, said: "As
one of the largest NHS teaching hospital trusts in
the UK, and one of the largest employers in
Oxfordshire, we take seriously our responsibility for
the sustainability of our environment in our
community.
"While we have already taken some steps to reduce
our waste and lower our emissions, Building a
Greener OUH clearly sets out our ambitious goals
for providing more sustainable care that will benefit
our patients and the communities we serve, as well
as our staff.
Building a Greener OUH is the result of a major staff
and public engagement exercise in Summer 2021
when hundreds of people took part in an online
survey, focus groups, and virtual listening events.
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This feedback helped shape the Green Plan, which
sets out priority areas for action, including travel and
transport and digital transformation.
Building a Greener OUH will develop further the
passion for sustainability which many of teams have
already demonstrated and which is making a
positive difference, such as in the Orthotics team at
the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre and a cycle courier
service (delivering medication to OUH), which is
improving patient care and delivering sustainability
benefits.
£11 million boost for Oxford’s world-leading
cancer research
Cancer Research UK (CRUK) has invested £11
million in the University of Oxford and Oxford-based
NHS to accelerate the translation of its worldleading cancer research for patient benefit.
The highly competitive CRUK Centre awards
recognise the UK's most innovative, high-impact
cancer research and NHS-University collaborations.
This welcome funding will see £11 million invested
in Oxford and the Thames Valley's cancer research
infrastructure, with a further £3 million earmarked
for training over the next five years.
Professor Tim Elliott, co-Director of the Oxford
Cancer network, says: "Nomination as a Centre of
Excellence by CRUK is a strong endorsement of the
quality and potential of the cancer research offered
by Oxford clinicians and academics. Our
researchers are working across divisions,
departments and disciplines to deliver effective
solutions to detecting and treating cancer."
For more information see here
Duchess of Cornwall opens new
musculoskeletal research centre
A new building at the University of Oxford's Botnar
Institute for Musculoskeletal Sciences – on the site
of the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre (NOC) – was
officially opened by Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall,
on 26 January (pictured below),

The Duchess opened the new wing with Professor
Andrew Carr, Head of the University of Oxford’s
Nuffield Department of Orthopaedics,
Rheumatology and Musculoskeletal Sciences.
The Botnar Institute for Musculoskeletal Sciences
carries out research, much of it supported by the
NIHR Oxford Biomedical Research Centre, into
improving the treatment of arthritis, osteoporosis
and other bone and joint diseases.
The Institute works in close partnership with the
NOC, part of Oxford University Hospitals, ensuring
its research is closely tied to patient care in the
hospital.
The new Marcela Botnar Wing will focus on
bioengineering. Researchers will be working on
developing new technologies, materials, and
interventions to treat patients with musculoskeletal
conditions.
Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall is Patron of
the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre (NOC) Charity,
which raised £9 million for the new wing.

Lung abnormalities found in Long COVID
patients with breathlessness
There was widespread national media coverage of
the initial findings of a new study published on 29
January which revealed for the first time
abnormalities in the lungs of Long COVID patients
who are experiencing breathlessness, which cannot
be detected with routine tests.
The EXPLAIN study, which involves teams in
Oxford, Sheffield, Cardiff and Manchester, is using
hyperpolarised xenon MRI scans to investigate
possible lung damage in Long COVID patients who
were not hospitalised with COVID-19 but who
continue to experience breathlessness.
The study's chief investigator is Fergus Gleeson,
Professor of Radiology at the University of Oxford
and Consultant Radiologist at Oxford University
Hospitals (OUH) based at the Churchill Hospital.
He said: “There are now important questions to
answer such as, how many patients with Long
COVID will have abnormal scans, the significance
of the abnormality we've detected, the cause of the
abnormality, and its longer-term consequences.
“Once we understand the mechanisms driving these
symptoms, we will be better placed to develop more
effective treatments."
This major research finding was reported on by
national UK media channels.
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UK first photon-counting CT scanner installed at
the JR
Groundbreaking new imaging technology, the
photon-counting CT (computerised tomography), is
now in place at the John Radcliffe, making it the first
NHS hospital in the UK to benefit from the system's
high resolution and dose reduction technology.

It will not only improve diagnostic and treatment
pathways for patients but also facilitate exciting
research at the Oxford Acute Vascular Imaging
Centre (AVIC) – part of the Radcliffe Department of
Medicine at the University of Oxford – which could
enable photon-counting CT to be rolled out across
the NHS.
Benefits include patients having lower exposure to
radiation while the technology achieves ultra-high
resolution scans, clinicians having reduced
scanning time, and ultimately the potential to
transform patient pathways for people who have
heart attack symptoms, identifying patients who can
be treated at home and those who require targeted
intervention. More information available here

Peter Harrison, Managing Director of Siemens Healthineers GB&I
(left) and Professor Charalambos Antoniades, Director of the Oxford
Acute Vascular Imaging Centre (AVIC), oversee the delivery of the
UK’s first photon-counting CT scanner at the John Radcliffe Hospital.

Children, Education, Families
Four weeks to go to have your say consultation around Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities in Oxfordshire
There are four weeks to go to respond to two
consultations on plans to develop a more inclusive
approach to supporting children and young people
with special educational needs and disabilities
(SEND) in Oxfordshire.
These consultations are interlinked and run until
Thursday 10 March 2022:
•

•

Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) and its
partners are seeking views on a draft Local Area
SEND Strategy to develop high-quality services
across education, health and social care to
support children and young people and their
families.
Alongside this the council is consulting on
proposals for system reform for SEND including
making more high-quality SEND education
available closer to home, reducing reliance on
out-of-county provision and improving
educational outcomes for children through
closer partnerships between the council and
schools.

OCC would like to hear from everyone interested in
SEND in Oxfordshire. There is one feedback survey

in which you can respond to one or both
consultations. You can find this survey and the key
documents at: letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/SEND2022
Range of advice and support for Children’s
Mental Health Week
Oxford Health marked this year’s Children’s Mental
Health Week by publishing a wide range of stories
promoting advice and support for young people and
their families.

Among the content featured in the local and social
media were stories on climate change anxiety,
videos explaining mental health conditions and
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treatments and the benefits of journaling. See all
this year’s Children’s Mental Health Week content
here

Community resilience

New apprenticeship scheme to support
those with additional health needs
Two young individuals have been the first to embark
on a new supported apprenticeship scheme, which
aims to help build experience and confidence in the
workplace for those with additional health needs.

Time to get your skates on
Free ice skating is coming to Witney and Carterton
this half term as part of West Oxfordshire District
Council’s Love West Oxfordshire campaign.

The initiative is run by Oxfordshire Employment, the
county council’s supported employment service, and
is available to those aged 16 - 21 living with a health
or disability who may need additional support to
enter work.
Oxford residents Ella Armitage-Brown and Harry
Measey, who have learning disabilities, are the first
to join the new scheme. They will spend 18 months
gaining professional skills to support them in their
future careers.
Oxford City Council moves face-to-face customer
services to Westgate Library
Oxford City Council’s face-to-face customer services
have moved to Oxfordshire County Council’s
Westgate Central Library.
The move is aimed at delivering improved services
to residents by co-locating more face-to-face
customer services provision in one place.

Marriotts Walk in Witney and Market Square in
Carterton are the locations for the free ice-skating
sessions, which are funded by the European
Regional Development Fund as part of its Welcome
Back Fund, designed to encourage people back to
the High Street and support business after the
pandemic.

Officers from the City Council will be available at the
Westgate Library on Monday, Wednesday and
Fridays from 10.30am to 3.30pm. The pilot will
initially run for 12 months, but if successful it is
intended to continue.
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Place, Transport, Infrastructure

Oxford’s zero emission zone pilot to launch on
28 February

The scheme is free to town and parish councils, with
the county council funding sign-only changes for
areas wishing to be part of the changes as long as
locations meet the agreed criteria for 20mph
restrictions.
New cycle path at Seacourt Park & Ride
Britain’s first zero emission zone (ZEZ) will begin in
Oxford on 28 February.
The pilot will launch in a small number of streets in
the city centre including: New Road, between Bonn
Square and its junction with Castle Street; Bonn
Square; Queen Street; Cornmarket Street; New Inn
Hall Street; Shoe Lane; Market Street, from
Cornmarket junction east for 40 metres; Ship Street;
and St Michael’s Street.
All petrol and diesel vehicles, including hybrids, will
incur a daily charge, unless eligible for a discount or
exemption. However, zero emission vehicles, such
as electric cars, can enter the pilot area free of
charge.
The charge will vary from £2 to £10 per day
depending on the emission levels of the vehicle.
Automatic number plate recognition cameras are
being installed to enforce rules within the zone.

A new cycle path has opened at Seacourt Park &
Ride to enable safer access for cyclists and
pedestrians travelling to Botley Road.

The installation was completed as part of the current
extension works to Seacourt Park & Ride. The
extension will include a new bus terminal and cycle
storage, plus 595 additional parking spaces to help
reduce traffic and congestion on the Botley Road.
Quickway cycle routes to be implemented in
Oxford

Making 20mph the new normal across
Oxfordshire
To make Oxfordshire’s streets safer and to
encourage more cycling and walking, the county
council is investing £8 million in a three-year
programme to reduce 30mph speed limits to 20mph
in residential areas.
Since the council’s Cabinet approved the new
20mph policy in October 2021, 70 communities have
applied to be included in the scheme.

Consultations for the Quickway cycle routes took
place over three months, with around 1,500
members of the public giving their feedback on the
proposals. The consultations found that 75 per cent
of respondents supported the schemes.
Quickway cycle routes, which aim to provide safer
and faster cycling paths across some of Oxford’s
most congested roads, will be implemented from
May 2022.
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New action plans to help cut council emissions
South Oxfordshire District Council and Vale of White
Horse District Council have adopted new climate
action plans, taking a major step towards cutting
their emissions and becoming carbon neutral
organisations.
The South Oxfordshire Climate Action Plan outlines
how the council will become carbon neutral within its
own operations by 2025, while the Vale’s Climate
Action Plan sets out the steps it will take to reduce
its emissions as it aims to become carbon neutral by
2030. This means the carbon produced from the
councils’ buildings and services will be balanced by
the amount removed from the atmosphere.

Funded by Cherwell District Council with
contributions from Bicester Garden Town, the project
has included changes to the pavement layout,
removing unnecessary pathways and
complementing the recent improvements to the
walking and cycling infrastructure in the area.
Low maintenance plants and foliage have been
added to help absorb carbon from the atmosphere.

Tackling air pollution naturally
Work has been completed to transform a previously
neglected piece of land in Bicester into a pocket of
green space, designed to absorb carbon and offer a
more appealing route to walk into town.

Economy
Free online business resilience courses
West Oxfordshire District Council is offering free
online training courses to help local businesses
remain COVID resilient as restrictions ease.

Mini TESA (The Energy Systems Accelerator pilot) −
a project backed by £600,000-worth of investment
secured by the Oxfordshire Local Enterprise
Partnership (OxLEP) − is set to be a key player in
championing innovation in the energy systems
transition.
The project will see Oxford University academics and
researchers from a wide variety of disciplines
working with businesses and stakeholders to pool
expertise to make improvements to energy systems
that will contribute to a zero-carbon future.

38 local businesses benefit from COVID capital
investment fund
The interactive online course will help businesses
determine which COVID measures they may need to
retain or adopt, as well as advice on how to identify
the most effective time to implement or reduce
certain measures. The two-hour sessions take place
every Monday and Friday until 4 March.

OxLEP has announced a total of £2.27 million-worth
of grants have now been issued in full to 38
businesses through its Business Investment Fund.

Radical approach to UK’s energy systems
transition launches in Oxford

In March last year, established Oxfordshire
businesses were invited to put forward expressions
of interest towards the fund’s co-investment grants of
£25,000 to £100,000 for capital projects, with the
ability to deliver tangible outcomes aligned to driving
economic recovery, growth and job creation.

A world-leading multi-disciplinary hub and coworking space located in Oxford opens its doors this
month.

Successful recipients of the fund span a broad range
of sectors, including creative industries, food and
drink, life sciences and the visitor economy.
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We hope you find this update useful. If you have any questions about any of the content please email
occg.media-team@nhs.net and we will respond as quickly as possible.
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