
BEST PRACTICE GUIDANCE:  Men ACWY Programme 18-25 year olds 

A reminder that this programme is ongoing and your practice should still be trying to vaccinate 

individuals. 

As of November 2017, the table below shows uptake in the Thames Valley compared with national 

uptake.  Although Thames Valley performs above national standards, uptake of this programme is 

still relatively low compared to the school-based immunisation programmes. 

 Born 1st Sep 1998 to 
31st Aug 1999 

Born 1st Sep 1997 to 
31st Aug 1998 

Born 1st Sep 1996 to 
31st Aug 1997 

England 38.4% 36.5% 39.6% 

Thames Valley 46.4% 40.1% 41.8% 

  

Vaccinating against Meningitis saves lives. Performance data for the first 12 months of the Men 

ACWY vaccination programme indicates 69% fewer cases of Men W than predicted and no cases in 

vaccinated teenagers.  

This is a reminder that those aged between 18 and 21 with birthdays within the dates in the above 

table remain eligible to receive the vaccine until the age of 25.  

NHS England recently conducted a survey exploring best practice for delivering the Men ACWY 

programme. Here are top tips for improving uptake: 

 Research into attitudes towards vaccination among young people has shown that it is 

important to be fully informed about vaccinations. Leaflets about Meningitis can be ordered 

for free from: 

https://www.orderline.dh.gov.uk/ecom_dh/public/saleproduct.jsf?staticSearchRef=latestFiv

eDocs%2C2  

 Follow up letters with phone calls where possible 

 This age group are likely to engage with technology – make online booking available, use 

text invites/reminders, use Facebook/Twitter to promote vaccination 

 Engage with local schools/universities to promote vaccination 

 Regularly audit system to check for eligible patients 

 Check system for ‘ghost’ patients – some in this cohort may have moved to go to University 

and received vaccination elsewhere 

 Offer opportunistic vaccination 

 Have a range of appointments available at evenings and weekends if possible 

 For the next eligible cohort - be conscious of timing when sending out invitations for 

vaccination. Avoid sending out letters during A-Levels when this cohort will have other 

priorities.  

 

https://www.orderline.dh.gov.uk/ecom_dh/public/saleproduct.jsf?staticSearchRef=latestFiveDocs%2C2
https://www.orderline.dh.gov.uk/ecom_dh/public/saleproduct.jsf?staticSearchRef=latestFiveDocs%2C2

